the similar clinical duration of the effect of atracurium and vecuronium despite their widely differing elimination half-lives, but these are also subject to explanations other than those offered by Prof. Feldman.
There are many other puzzling findings which Prof. Feldman discusses and for which he offers his own explanations. These make fascinating reading for persons who are familiar with the theories and literature of neuromuscular blockade and have also found some unsatisfactory facets of conventional wisdom. To accept, however, these explanations as fact is equally dangerous. I found the book much more interesting than other volumes on neuromuscular blockade and blocking drugs, but if ever there was a book which requires a "V chip" to limit access of the young and impressionable, this is it. TOM TORDA Sydney, N.S.W.
VIDEO REVIEW Inguinal Field Block: A Practical Guide to a Short-
Bevelled Needle Technique. Dr Glenda Rudkin and Prof. Guy Maddern, Department of Surgery, Queen Elizabeth Hospital, University of Adelaide. This ten minute video demonstrates some useful practical aspects of technique for inguinal field block. It highlights the value of the short-bevelled needle in facilitating feeling tissue planes such as the external oblique aponeurosis. It also explains the use of advancing the needle with pressure on the syringe plunger so that the resistance felt while passing through muscle and the subsequent ease of injecting into a space is demonstrated. The video is useful as it demonstrates these points which are very important in locating depth of nerves and spaces where the anaesthetist wishes to place the local anaesthetic.
Some of the patients' responses are achieved with rather leading questions and are not always clear, but one does gain the impression that the technique is acceptable from their point of view.
It is a reasonable video production and can be recommended to anyone who is interested in undertaking field block for inguinal hernia as it demonstrates some very important points of technique.
KESTER BROWN Melbourne, Vic.
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